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SUB J : SPEECH BY MANAGING DIRECTOR OF CHRYSLER AUSTRALIA 

1. AT AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN AUSTRALIA LUNCHEON 
SPEECH AUGUST 1 IN MELBOURNE, PAUL MOORE, AMERICAN MANAGING 
DIRECTOR OF CHRYSLER AUSTRALIA, REVIEWED RECENT GOA 
ECONOMIC POLICY AND RELATIONS WITH INDUSTRY. SPEECH CRITICIZED 
ROLE AND ACTIONS OF WHITLAM GOVERNMENT IN UNUSUALLY SEVERE TERMS. 
PRESS REPORTS QUOTE SPEAKER AS SAYING "INDUSTRY IS UNDER 

ATTACK FROM ALL QUARTERS - ENVIRONMENTALISTS, CONSUMER GROUPS - 
BUT THERE IS A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN AUSTRALIA, OUR NEW SILENT PARTNER. 
BUT HE IS FAR FROM SILENT, WANTING TO PARTICIPATE IN DECISION 
MAKING AND IS ATTEMPTING TO MANIPULATE BUSINESS THROUGH 
VARIOUS CONTROLS, ALTHOUGH HE HAS NO EQUITY. THE SILENT PARTNER 
IS OF COURSE THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT." 

2. ACCORDING TO PRESS COVERAGE, MR. MOORE CRITICIZED NEW PRICES 
JUSTIFICATION TRIBUNAL (EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1) PREDICTING IT WOULD 
BE INEFFECTIVE AND "IT CAN ON ITS OWN INITIATE INVESTIGATIONS 

OR EFFECTIVELY HAVE ITS OWN WITCH HUNTS AGAINST ANY COMPANY IT 
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ACTION TO REDUCE TARIFFS 25 PERCENT, INDICATING SUDDENNESS OF 

THE ACTION PLACED INVESTMENT EXPANSION AND EMPLOYMENT IN JEOPARDY 

AND COULD LEAD TO INADEQUATE PROFITS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT. 

3. IN OTHER FIELDS MR. MOORE IS DESCRIBED AS ACCUSING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF POLICIES WHICH COULD REGULATE THE MINING INDUSTRY 
INTO BANKRUPTCY, TRYING TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF CARS IN AUSTRALIA 
IN FAVOR OF A UTOPIAN PUBLIC TRANSPORT SYSTEM, TRYING TO 
COMPLETELY DOMINATE THE MEDICAL PROFESSION, KEEPING THE OIL AND 
GAS INDUSTRY PAROCHIAL AND STIFLING THE EXPANSION OF THE BHP 
STEEL COMPANY. 

4. COMMENT: GOA HAS IN RECENT WEEKS BEEN SENSITIVE TO THE 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY WHICH IS LARGELY AMERICAN-OWNED. PRIME 
MINISTER IN JUNE PRESS CONFERENCE SEVERELY CRITICIZED GENERAL 
MOTORS-HOLDEN FOR DECISION TO APPOINT AN AMERICAN NATIONAL 

TO SUCCEED A RETIRING AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL AS MANAGING DIRECTOR. 

THIS EPISODE WAS LATER FOLLOWED BY ADVERSE WHITLAM COMMENTS 
ON GM-HOLDEN DECISION TO RAISE VEHICLE PRICES. IN ADDITION, 

PROTRACTED STRIKE IN FORD MOTOR COMPANY PLANT IN VICTORIA 
ATTRACTED SERIES OF SEVERELY CRITICAL COMMENTS BY LABOUR 
MINISTER CAMERON RESPECTING FORD MANAGEMENT IN PARTICULAR AND 
LATER BROADENED TO GENERAL ATTACK ON ROLE OF MULTI-NATIONALS IN 
AUSTRALIA. WHILE THE CRITICISMS OF GENERAL MOTORS-HOLDEN AND OF 
FORD WERE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED AND NOT JUSTIFIED BY THE FACTS, 

THEY ATTRACTED WIDE-SPREAD PUBLIC ATTENTION AND EDITORIAL DISCUSSION. 

5. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, MOORE HAS SHOWN LITTLE POLITICAL 
SENSITIVITY AND THIS UNUSUALLY SHARP SPEECH BY AN AMERICAN 
EXECUTIVE OF CHRYSLEY, ESPECIALLY AS IT TOUCHES ON A WIDE RANGE 
OF POLICY AREAS OUTSIDE THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, SEEMS LIKELY 
TO DRAW FIRE FROM OFFICIAL QUARTERS. 

HARROP 
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